Immunocytochemical characterization of intrarenal adrenal tissue.
Heterotopic adrenal tissue has been reported in multiple sites, but its functionality has seldom been assessed. In this case, immunocytochemistry was used to characterize adrenocortical tissue present in the subcapsular region of a nephrectomy specimen and to determine its potential for steroidogenesis. Immunodetectable cytochrome P450scc was detectable in the adrenal gland, but not in the renal tissue, clarifying the demarcation between the two tissue types. The high level of this key enzyme in steroid synthesis in the adrenocortical cells suggested that they were capable of producing steroids.